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HB 492 would amend Chapter 442, HRS, to provide that the so-
called "handyman exemption" for projects under $1,000 in gross
expense does not apply if the project entails use of hazardous
materials.
Our statement on this bill does not constitute an
institutional position of the University of Hawaii.
University opinion is divided on this issue. While it seems
that the proposed amendment would serve to increase the quality
control and oversight of work involving hazardous materials, the
breadth of activities covered by such an action is likely to prove
excessive. Given the use of the Chapter 128D definition for
hazardous materials, it is difficult to conceive of a project that
wouldn' t involve the minimal use of hazardous materials. For
instance, using lumber treated for termite resistance, applying
many household paints, and undertaking certain machining or welding
fabrications are all actions involving "minimal use of hazardous
substances". The problem appears to be the inappropriate
application of a definition intended to apply to an emergency
response, environmental spill context to common workplace
activities. Unless some more reasonable definition were employed,
the present bill appears unworkable and unenforceable.
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